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On September 21, Fund of Women Entre-
preneurs organized an exhibition-conference.
The event called “Sustainable Peace-Sustain-
able Future” was dedicated to the interna-
tional day of peace. The day was established
by the UN General Assembly in 1981 and is
celebrated every year globally.

The organisation exhibited photographs
illustrating war and peace and quotes of fa-
mous people regarding the issues. Fund of
Women Entrepreneurs as the member of the
international network “Peace One Day” once
again reminded the audience the importance
and necessity of peace.

The first group of students graduated the
course “Office management and business eth-
ics”, organized by the Fund of Women Entre-
preneurs. Within the project “Improvement
of the economic situation of social vulnerable
women in Western Georgia” 12 women have
taken five-month course in Kutaisi. School
graduates received certificates and booklets
prepared under their own initiative. During
the studies women acquired the skills that are
typically demanded by employers. Five stu-
dents found jobs during the studies.

The project funded by EED, started to func-
tion in Poti in December. Fund of the Women
Entrepreneurs, under the project opened the
school for women in Poti, where 17 women
undertaken the course in “Office manage-
ment and business ethics” with the help of
professional instructors. All the students hold
degrees of higher education. Majority of them
are employees of Poti city council.

October 22-24 staff members of the Fund
of Women Entrepreneurs had training on orga-
nizational development issues. The field study
arranged in Borjomi was dedicated to review
the qualities of the leader women, the role of
peace building, and also psycho-emotional re-
habilitation and self-management forms. Staff
members of the fund learned about NNLS’s
organizational development and institutional
conditions, stages of structural development
and its determining directions of handicap.
3-day training, held under the initiative of the
head of the organization, aimed at reassess-
ing knowledge, attitude, professional skills of
the staff, and acquiring and using new skills in
practice.

On October 26, 2012 representatives of
Women NGOs, from all regions of Georgia
gathered at the meeting in Thilisi to review
the issues of gender equality in a political pro-
cess. At the conference, where chairperson
of the Fund of Women Entrepreneurs par-
ticipated, the strategic documents, related
to the topic, were reviewed. Mrs. Manana
Mebuke, the Head of the “Union of Wives of
War-Disables Persons and Wives of Perished
Warriors” represented the package of the
documents worked out by their organization,
which reflect the needs and challenges to
gender equality policy.

The documents included the report on
implementation of the project “Gender Equal-
ity in Political Processes” developed by Union,
the package of recommendations, the action
plan of 2012-2014, the strategy of achieving

gender equality in political processes.

At the conference, there were reviewed
and adopted the regulations of “Gender
Equality Network” where the mission, aims,
structure, members’ rights and responsibili-
ties were defined. The last part of the meet-
ing was devoted to the training “Media-cam-
paign”, initiated by the IFES and performed by
the project manager Mr. Lado Mkervalishvili.

On November 7, 2012 a meeting of non-
governmental organizations was conducted
with the initiative of “SALTO EECA”. The main
goal of the meeting was the presentation of
the program “Youth in Action” and better
introduction of NGOs. At the meeting about
thirty foreign and local organizations were
presented including Fund of Women Entre-
preneurs. The organizations had the oppor-
tunity to introduce their organizations to the
audience.

Fund of women Entrepreneurs represent-
ed the stand, with the information of the ac-
tivities and achieved results, journals “Woman
and Business” and “We Are Leaders” and the
book of “Basics of Small Business” worked out
by the fund. At the meeting the experience of
NGO’s working was shared.

On November 27, 2012 Diana Kurashvili,
representative of Fund of Women Entrepre-
neurs met Archil Bakuradze, a chairperson
of the board of Micro Finance Organization
“Crystal”. They discussed the social enterprise
development projects, which included the
establishment of the network of beekeepers.
During the meeting the special attention was
paid to the importance of network informa-
tional meetings and trainings regarding the
management of “social entrepreneurship”.
According to Archil Bakuradze this work will
contribute to exchange the information and
connecting entrepreneurs with each other. All
these promote the valuable work of Micro Fi-
nancing organisation and FWE.

On November 27, 2012 Fund of Women
Enterpreneurs attended the presentation of
the program “Eastern Partnership and socio-
economic policy components in Georgia” re-
sults held by the Center for Strategic Research
and Development and the Friedrich Ebert
Foundation and International Studies. At the
meeting, held in Thilisi, there were discussed
the entrepreneurship policy issues - small
and medium business. Based on the studies,
the participants emphasized low efficiency
of small business and focused on the need
of connection between its three main areas:
product’s total turnover, release of the prod-
ucts and employment. The invited organiza-
tions, before the next meeting, were asked to
submit their recommendations on important
issues related to small and medium business
and their innovative development in Georgia.

The Memorandum of cooperation was
signed between the Fund of Women Entre-
preneurs and Akaki Tsereteli State University.
The document was signed on December 5,
2012. According to the agreement between
Meri Gelashvili, chairperson of FWE and Giorgi
Ghavtadze, head of the university, the intern-
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ship of journalism faculty students will be pro-
vided in the process of publishing magazine
called “We Are Leaders”. Selected students
will have opportunity to develop their profes-
sion skills with the help of practical journal-
istic work. This cooperative act between FWE
and Akaki Tsereteli State University will pro-
vide cultural-educational integration of young
people and students. It also helps them get
professional experience by themselves and
promoting better understanding of the FWE’s
activities.

On December 10, 2012 Fund of Women
Entrepreneurs held a Roundtable ”Violence
and women'’s rights”. The meeting was devot-
ed finalization of the work carried out by the
FWE, within the international “16-day cam-
paign against gender-based violence”. At the
meeting, the employees of the organisation,
beneficiaries, representatives from the May-
or’s Social Service Department, Akaki Tsereteli
State University, Kutaisi public college “Iberia”,
association “Peaceful and Business Caucasus”,
Government of Abkhazia and representatives
of “Young Lawyers Association” discussed
the forms of violence, its social, economic,
legal factors and ways of prevention. At the
roundtable the participants emphasized that
“violence is evil” that must be eliminated with
the help of publications and profound knowl-
edge.

Fund of Women Entrepreneurs actively
cooperates with mass media for public aware-
ness and transparency of the activities. The
activities Implemented in the course of cur-
rent year were broadcasted not only by the
informational service of the organisation but
also by the local radio and TV companies.
Through the air of radio “Rioni” listeners
were provided with the information of fund’s
mission, goals and directions. Set of plans,
expected perspectives and activities imple-
mented by the Fund of Women Entrepreneurs
were introduced to the viewers of TV “Rioni”.
The work performed by the fund and all the
achieved results of 2012 were broadcasted in
the TV- plot made by the informational ser-
vice of the organization.

Fund of Women Entrepreneurs held a fo-
rum to sum up the work of 2012. The meet-
ing on the topic “The results of 2012 and the
challenges of 2013”was held on December 27,
2012. At the meeting the officials of Abkha-
zia government, representatives of partner
organizations, NGOs, Kutaisi and Poti voca-
tional schools, GYLA office in Kutaisi, mass
media and graduates of professional orienta-
tion trainings and middle-age women school
were presented. Also the entrepreneurs,
whose business was funded by the FWE and
association of “Toleranti”, were attended. At
the forum FWE presented a report about the
courses of “Office management and business
ethics”, professional orientation also, about
the social entrepreneurship trainings as well
as business cooperation with its partner (gov-
ernmental, non-governmental, educational)
organizations and in the end of the forum
common projects were reviewed too.

Fund of Women Entrepreneurs has aimed
to cooperate with young girls and middle-aged
women by 2013 on the issues of educational
studies and social entrepreneurship.

Woman and Business
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c H O/ C E

Vocational Education - real chance of employment

Fund of Women Entrepreneurs suggested 150 girls to choose their future profession with the
help of vocational orientation courses, organized by FWE. Applicants for professional education
enrolled in Kutaisi public college “Iberia” and vocational college “Pazisi” in Poti as a result of
getting information and recommendations after attending the courses, organized by FWE.

As we mentioned in the previ-
ous issue of the journal 8 groups
were composed in the schools
based on FWE'’s beneficiaries: four
of them were opened in “Pazisi”
and another four —in “Iberia”.

68 students already gradu-
ated the first and second stages
of studying at the public college
“Iberia” and 65 school gradu-
ates left professional school of
Poti. 15 girls took the first stage
of studying. During the learning
students also received practical
experience. 85 girls found the
jobs as they left the school.

50 school graduates of Kutaisi
and 35 — of Poti work on the po-
sitions of tailors, hotel business
provider_confectioners, waiters,
managers, design - decorators,
cashier-operators, consultants,

stylists and mandatories. While
employment still remains the
main problem of our society,
school graduate beneficiaries of

FWE, have found their jobs with
the support of our organization-
said proudly Diana Kurashvili,
project assistant of the Fund of
Women Entrepreneurs.

Per month salaries of the
school graduates, employed
in sewing factories: "Texstile”,
“Estre”, ”Imeri”, restaurants:
“Grand Palace”, ”Qalaquri”,
"Gurulo”, cafes: “Sanimusho”,
"Alioni”, pastry” Oazisi” Poti
sea port, police, in the public
school #3, sewing house “Nar-
nari” Bank of Georgia, Liberty
bank, trading company “Msh-
enebeli-91”, shopping center
“Savardzeli” Dance Studio "Alio-
ni”, beauty salon “Juliana” and
“Natia”- are about 150-400 Gel.
Stylists and cooks receive about
500-650 GEL per month.
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RESEARCH

Activities’Analysis Defines Future Actions

Fund of Women Entrepreneurs constantly carries out survey of the target groups and
research-analysis of the activities conducted itself. According to the results FWE defines

future actions.

The survey, carried out in the
vocational school was aimed at as-
sessing the quality of the consulta-
tions, students’ learning and infor-
mational meetings.

“How satisfied are you with
learning process?”, “What caused
the decision to continue study-
ing on the third stage?”, the ques-
tioned were answered by the 150
beneficiaries who learn at Kutaisi
public college “lberia” and voca-
tional college “Pazisi” in Poti. From
the respondents, 35 beneficiaries
from Kutaisi and 15 beneficiaries
from Poti expressed their willing to
carry on studying on the third stage
(which foresees studying high level
of the profession) of the vocation-
al school. Through consultations
conducted by the Fund of Women
Entrepreneurs and chose their fu-
ture profession judiciously. Under
the survey the profession of cook,

tailor, seller-consultant, hotel and
restaurant business provider are
the most popular among the stu-
dents. To master “labor market”
demanded professions will give

more chance to the girls to find
jobs in future,- concluded Pati
Jikidze , career and professional
orientation manager of the col-
lege “lberia”.

WE TEACH

Basis for Integration in Modern Conditions

The first group of students grad-

uated course in “office management
and business ethics”, organized by

the Fund of Women Entrepreneurs.

Woman and Business

Under the project “Improvement
of the economic situation of social
vulnerable women in Western Geor-
gia” 12 women with high education

and different
professional
background have
taken five month
course in Kutaisi.

“Studying at
this school gave
me unique oppor-
tunity; | am grate-
ful to those who
decided to sup-
port women of my
age and opened
the school. It gave

us opportunity to integrate into modern
life of technologies and gave us skills
that are necessary today” — said a grad-
uate of the school Pati Dvalishvili.

During the studies women learned
the skills that are typically demanded
by employers.

School graduates received cer-
tificates and booklets prepared under
their own initiative. Several students
found jobs during the studies.

Similar type of study programmes,
projects for women contributes toim-
provement of their qualifications and
employment in different spheres.

Fund of Women Entrepreneurs
will continue supporting the wo-men
to receive the skills in 2013.
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WE TEACH

“School
Started to Work

for Women”
in Poti

Project “Improvement of the economic situation of social vulnerable women

in Western Georgia”, funded by EED, started to function in Poti in December.

Fund of the Women Entrepre-
neurs, under the project opened
school for women in Poti, where
17 women could learn “office
management and business work
ethics” with the help of profes-
sional instructors.

All the students hold degrees
of higher education; however
they want to study English, ac-
quire computer skills and of-
fice management in accordance
with demands of modern labor
market. Majority of them are
employees of Poti city council.

Darejan Tskvitaria: | welcome
initiative of the Fund of Women
im-

Entrepreneurs regarding

provement of women’s knowl-

edge. As they say “knowledge
stays with you till death”, this
induced women to gather here.
Knowledge received can be used

both in a family, also in work
place that make them highly
competitive in labor market.

Maka Chkhetia: | am glad that
this project is implemented in
Poti. We have high expectations
that knowledge received here
can be used in practice.

Duration of the study pro-
gramme is 5 months, five days
in a week. The programme in-
cludes both theoretical classes,
seminars and tests.

Initiative of the Fund of Women
Entrepreneurs was actively support-
ed by cityhall of Poti and vocational
college “Pazisi” Nino Bakuradze,
director of the college, provided
references for the instructors of the
courses.
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EMPLOYMENT

Profession and Achieved Results

The Fund of Women Entrepreneurs always monitors progress of the students at vocational
training centers in Poti and Kutaisi. The girls simultaneously with their studies are gaining new
professions as well. We talked about successes of Sophiko Khvichia and Keti Gagua in previous
edition of the magazine. Graduates of public college ,,Iberia“ today are employed, they work as

waitresses at restaurant ,,Rcheuli”,

Sophiko Khvichia: | don’t have free time at all but
still manage to catch up everything. The work taught
me time management. Before we could hardly pay
even rent, today | work along with my husband the
family income has increased and | have hopes for
better future for our children.”

Keti Gogua: ,| am a single mother however, | am
not afraid that my children might lack anything. Now
| work and have my own income. Mother supports
me in raising the children. | have to work hard and
learned to serve quickly. In the beginning my duty
was furnishing three tables, now | serve five tables. ,,

Another student of the vocational center works
at beauty salon ,Edelvise”. lamze Abshilava had in-
ternship here before. Now she is dreaming of open-
ing her own salon and even has selected the name
,Mshveniereba“(beauteousness). | want to have a
stable work. In December | am going to graduate and
along with three class mates decided to rent space and
starta business. | will become a hostess of a small salon.
| managed to study hair dressing profession thanks to
the Fund of Women Entrepreneurs and the college.”

At the vocational centers Iberia and Pazisi young
people learn computer graphics, cooking, bakery,
catering and sewing. Some of the students finished
their studies in December. Today 15 beneficiaries
work at the sewing factory opened by Iranian inves-

tors and their monthly salary is 250 GEL. 45 students
from Pazisi center managed to find jobs as well.

Pati Dvalishvili is one of them who attended a
5-month course “office management and business
ethics” organized by the Fund of Women entre-
preneurs. Now she works in the public school #5.
She’s also established Russian language courses
and teaches students Russian. About 19 years she
worked in the public school #17, there was a time
when she taught Russian in a secular independent
school ”Dvire”. When she left unemployed she even
“adjust” the profession of a dentist assistant: “ I've
got a university education in the Russian language,
also | am a general duty nurse-the profession was
taught based on the university curriculum ” said Pati
with her usual expressive manner. She expresses her
gratitude to the Fund of Women Entrepreneurs to
give a chance getting additional knowledge. “l always
had a desire to know English and some computer
skills, but | couldn’t manage to study them with my
financial capabilities”. She said that, now she feels
strong herself and isn’t afraid of employer’s “terri-
ble” questions, if she knows English and computer.
After getting valuable knowledge and experience in
a “Women School” she isn’t satisfied with her pres-
ent work. She considers that with the help of FWE
she has found her own place in her “new life”.

Woman and Business
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Dream of Bee-keepers and Greenhouse
owners came true

Poverty is not rare in Georgia and it has been an unresolved problem. Majority of popula-
tion are unemployed who can hardly support their families. And number of job seekers like
prices on food products are growing constantly.

Fund of Women Entrepreneurs under the project ,,| mprovement of the economic situation
of social vulnerable women in Western Georgia“ supports number of people in finding jobs,

mostly in social-family owned enterprises.

The FWE in partnership with regional associa-
tion ,, Tolerant* conducted training for Meskhs in
9 District of laneti Village, Samtredia municipal-
ity, Imereti region. Successful grant-seekers were
awarded grants and as a result farms of bee keep-
ing and greenhouses were created.

Leida Kamalova, Jabar Kamalov, Gulsana
Eiubova, Makhadin Eiubov, and Leri Tonia are tak-
ing care of bees. ,,We have 20 bee families, from
here 15 was purchased by Association ,, Tolerant*
and 5 by the FWE. Fund of Women Entrepreneurs
gave us courage and we contact we local commu-
nities as well.

Makhadin Eiubov has a rich experience of bee
keeping: ,,we provide insects with nutrients, and in
spring we will get more honey*.

Bee keepers from laneti plan to open a shop in
the future, where they will sell the honey, candle,

honeycomb, peanuts.

Muzapar Izno had already tried to take a loan
to open a green house, however did not dare to
go for such a risk. Fund of Women Entrepreneurs
and Association ,, Tolerant* supported in develop-
ing the business: ,, After completion of the training
course | decided to write a project on ,,greenhouse
enterprise*. After studying the theoretical issues of
business | took consultations from the FWE and
association Tolerant and finally participated in the
competition.

The project was awarded a grant and with the
funds he set up a 42m length and 10m width green-
house. He plans to saw fennel and other greenery
later Muzapar wants to replace it with vegetables.

As Muzapar mentioned he is studying a lot from
experienced greenhouse farmers to avoid mis-
takes.
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Roundtable on Gender Issues

“Gender Equality and Strengthening Political Network” was topic of the meeting organized
by the International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES) and Gender Equality Network on

28 November in Kutaisi.

Politicians, representatives of local and international organizations, civil society and media
participated in the discussions at the round table meeting.

Fund of Women Entrepreneurs (FWE), which has
years of experience working on women’s problems,
participated in the event as a member of “Gender
Network”. According to Mrs. Meri Gelashvili, chairper-
son of the FWE, among other issues representatives
of non-governmental organizations were interested
in how the gender equality issues will be illustrated in
legislation: “need for strengthening role and opportu-
nities for women’s involvement in politics was empha-
sized”.

Aim of the meeting was presentation of gender
equality network (chairperson of the coordination
board Manana Mebuke) and other organizations work-
ing on gender issues to raise public awareness, wom-
en’s empowerment and involvement.

Note: Fund of Women Entrepreneurs is the mem-
ber of “The Association for Women'’s Rights in Devel-
opment” (AWID), Women’s Association “Working To-
gether in Caucasus”, South Caucasian NGO Network
(CRINGO), “Women’s Union for Peace”, “Peace Cara-
van”, international organization “reducing domestic

violence”, Women in Europe for Common Future
(WECF), international organization “Peace One Day”,
“Gender Equality in Politics”, “Eastern Partnership Civil
Society Forum Georgian National Platform”, Network
of Kutaisi NGOs.

Interest of International Colleagues towards the Fund
of Women Entrepreneurs

On November 7 the Fund of Women Entrepreneurs participated in a meeting of non-gov-
ernmental organizations conducted by SALTO Eastern European and Caucasus Resource Cen-
ter. The event was organized under the EU programme Youth in Action in Kutaisi.

To ensure public awareness and transparency
local non-governmental organizations hosted 31
colleagues from 14 countries. Interest of the par-
ticipating organizations was defined by perspec-
tives for possible partnership and cooperation.

During the meeting, participants had opportu-
nity to organize presentations at their stands. The
Fund of Women Entrepreneurs presented visual
materials — banners, printed materials — manual
“Basics of Small Entrepreneurship”, magazines
“Woman and Business”, and “We — Leaders”. Re-
training and vocational education courses for

Woman and Business
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women and girls attracted special interest by the
audience. Several organizations working in this
field expressed a desire for future partnership: “I
assume that this interest will be precondition for
increased interest of our organizations in other
countries” — said Ami Stalstierna, representative
of Youth District AB, Sweden.

One of the questions asked by foreign colleagues to
the FWE was about its focus only on education and de-

velopment of women. However some of them conclud-
ed at the same time that raising awareness of women
will prevent violence against them in the future.
Importance of non-governmental sector was once
again emphasized during the meeting organized by
SALTO EECA. And as it was pointed out problems iden-
tified in Georgia are similar to other countries as well.
However, through joint forces and sharing of ideas
their prevention and finally reduction is possible.

Students will work at the FWE’S Magazine

The Fund of Women Entrepreneurs
signed memorandum of understanding
with Akaki Tsereteli State University

The Memorandum was signed on 5 Decem-
ber, 2012. “Since we work with young people,
our cooperation with the University was precon-
ditioned by our desire to let the students know
more about what the non-governmental orga-
nizations do, find out more about our activities.
We represent the sector which contributes to
creation of public opinion. Young people should
be also actively involved in the process” —Meri
Gelashvili, chairperson of the FWE, explained
aim of the cooperation.

In accordance with the agreement of the FWE
chairperson and rector of the University, the
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FWE will provide students at journalism school
with internship oppoertunities at the organiza-
tion.

As Mr. Giorgi Ghavtadze, rector of Akaki
Tsereteli State University, explained that signing
the agreement with the Fund of Women Entre-
preneurs is another evidence that the University
is open for this type of relations: “the memoran-
dum that was signed today and the organization
is interesting for us since their scope of work is
wide. They have experience and good experi-
ence regarding teaching entrepreneurship”.

The Fund of Women Entrepreneurs plans to
implement special programmes for the students
of the university. Students selected for intern-
ship will receive necessary professional skills by
working at the magazine “We — Leaders”.
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Be Aware of Your Rights

“I have brother and want to know if | am entitled to any share of heritage?”; “Is it necessary to register a mar-
riage or religious ceremony is enough?”; “What can be the consequences of early marriage?” — those were ques-
tions asked by the students from vocational education center “Iberia” during the informative meeting organized
by the Fund of Women Entrepreneurs on the topic “ Protect women’s rights”.

The meeting was conducted under the project “Em-
powerment of Women for Peace Building in South Cau-
casus” under the initiative of the IDP Women's Associa-
tion “Consent”.

The meeting was opened by showing a film on ad-
vocacy campaign followed by discussions on marriage
and inheritance issues, participants also completed
guestionnaires. As the responses from the question-
naires revealed majority of the audience was not
aware of their heritance rights. Indira Kuparadze was

surprised when she found out that daughters also had
rights on heritage in the family.

During the discussion students asked questions
about concrete legal aspects and procedures. “Last
year | helped my friend in getting married. The girl was
underage and parents were against her marriage. Now
| understand what kind of responsibility | avoided. If
| knew it before would not have done such a stupid
thing” — confessed David Dzidziguri.

By the end of the meeting the participants were in-
formed where they can receive legal consultations free
of charge and later brochures: “Heritage — This is our
Right, let’s use it for our own well-being”, “Marriage and
Registration of Joint Tenancy provides well-being and
protection of your family in the future” were circulated.

The meeting conducted at the vocational center on
20 December by the FWE revealed that unawareness
and desire of the young people to learn more about
the issue required development and implementation
of a project which could provide them with informa-
tion on family law and rights of women under family
or heritage laws.

E Vv E N T

“War and Peace” at the Focus of an Exhibition

To mark the international day of peace, the
Fund of Women Entrepreneurs organized an
exhibition-conference. The observance day was
established by the United Nations in 1981 and is
celebrated every year globally.

“Sustainable peace — sustainable future” — was the
topic of the event where the organization exhibited
photographs illustrating war and peace and quotes of
famous people regarding the issues.

The exhibition was opened by Mrs. Meri Gelashvili
chairperson of the FWE. She emphasized importance of
peace and talked about the organization’s involvement
in peace building process: “we decided once again to
remind about such global problem as “war and peace”
through presenting these photographs. Our organiza-
tion is the member of the network “Peace One Day”
and along with the global society, we are expressing
our position regarding the issue.”

Representatives of FWE, beneficiaries, partner or-

ganizations and local media all stressed out in their
speeches that society has to do all the best to avoid
wars and conflicts in the country and around the world.
Alla Gamakharia, chairperson of cultural-humanitarian
fund Sukhumi focused on importance of peace and
necessary steps to retain it.

Peace Day established 20 years ago by the UN is cel-
ebrated on 21 September every year.

Woman and Business
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“16 ACTIVE DAYS

Every year, from 25 November till 10 December world society is engaged in the interna-
tional campaign for violence against women. Fund of Women Entrepreneurs was involved in
the international initiative celebrated since the day when sister Mirabals fighting for justice
and democracy, were killed in Dominican Republic, through different activities and events.

16 day campaign against gender violence had been
marked since 1991. Participants selected 25 November —
International day for Violence against Women and 10 — In-
ternational Day for Human Rights, in order to show link be-
tween violence against women and human rights and stress
that this type of violence is a breach of human rights.

An event organized near the border with Abkhazia
on 25 November was dedicated to the start of 16 day
campaign, of 2012 Khurcha village, located on the op-
posite side of river Enguri, which is considered to be
a conflict or so called violence zone, hosted festival of
national cuisine.

Festival of National Cuisine

Representatives of different ethnical minorities
and various parts of Georgia residing close to Ab-
khazian border, including Ossetians, Abkhazians
presented their traditional dishes. Participants of
the event expressed their gratitude for inviting on
the festival and for giving an opportunity to pres-
ent their national dishes.

The Fund of Women Entrepreneurs participated
on the exhibition through presenting the national
dishes prepared by Meskhs from laneti village.
Corner with the sign “Meskh cuisine: Samtredia
— laneti” could be easily distinguished by lots of
people surrounding it. Journalists were taking in-
terviews, representatives of the international or-
ganizations were inquiring about laneti Meskhs
and the FWE, observers were asking for recipes.

Leida Kamalova from laneti who along with Lei-
la Khozrevanidze and Maia lbragimova presented
Meskhetian meals and noted that participating

in the event was very important for her: | had a
chance to show cuisine of my homeland and | felt
myself as a valuable part of the country | live in”.

The festival was organized under initiative of the
Association “Peaceful and Business Caucasus”. Ac-
cording to Alu Gamakharia organizing the festival
on the borderline village was symbolic and purpose
was to support peaceful reconciliation of Georgian
— Abkhazian and Georgian-Ossetian relations.

Fund of Women Entrepreneurs is an active
participant of the international campaign and has
been involved in the process through various ac-
tivities. And in 2012 also organized meetings with
different groups of society: University students,
students of vocational centers, students of wom-
en’s school in Poti and Kutaisi. Discussions, round
tables, television and radio debates on local media
sources were conducted in order to increase pub-
lic awareness on issues regarding violence against
women and to demonstrate the solidarity.
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AGAINST GENDER VIOLENCE”

Akaki Tsereteli State University

On November 30, the FWE organized debate among
about 30 students of journalism and law schools of the
university to discuss forms of violence, reasons and
prevention ways. They became participants of 16 day
campaign and once again reminded each other that
every person has a right to live without violence.

Vocational College “Pazisi”

December 3, Poti joined the campaign activities.
Students of the vocational center were informed
about 16 day campaign. Both students and teachers
expressed their solidarity to the campaign and among
other issues discussed the following: aggression, scope
of violence, law against violence, social responsibility.
We have to oppose to violence not only during the
campaign but on every day basis and everywhere —
this was the major message from the participants.

Woman and Business

Poti School for Mid-age Women

During the meeting with students of the school
for mid-age women, organized by the FWE at Poti City
Council, participants focused mostly on domestic and
psychological violence. As it was mentioned people
should be informed about the issue in order to avoid
becoming victims later. “The government should en-
sure that number of abusers is reduced and violence
victims are well protected” — said city council member
and student of the school Darejan Tskvitaria.

Public College “Iberia”

On December 6, Fund of Women Entrepreneurs
discussed issues of violence with students and faculty
of Kutaisi vocational college. During the meeting rea-
sons, economic, social and legislative aspects of vio-
lence were reviewed.

There are different forms of violence and in every
sphere we have to set the ways to tackle the problem —
this was the joint message from the participants.
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Independence and Awareness on Violence

On 10 December, on the international day for human rights, Fund of Women Entrepreneurs
finished the 16 day international campaign against violence with round table meeting.

The FWE expressed its position through the following slogans “Say No to Violence”, “Violence
is Evil”, “Victim is protected by law”, “Defeat violence with knowledge”.

Lawyers, psychologists, teachers, students of vocational
centers, representatives of local and Abkhazia government,
non-governmental sector discussed about scale of violence and
attitude of society towards it during the two-hour meeting.

Prior to the discussion participants were informed about
goals and objectives of the campaign:

Meri Gelashvili (chairperson of Fund of Women Entre-
preneurs): result of years of campaigning on the issues is the
fact that nowadays people talk more openly on the cases of
violence and ways how to fight against it. Through knowl-
edge, awareness, education and improvement of economic
conditions will be possible to tackle the problem”.

Tamar Pachulia (chairperson of Kutaisi branch of Young
Lawyers  Association)
answered questions on
how the government
responses to facts of
violence, to whom the
victim should apply
and what kind of secu-
rity measures exist. Ac-
cording to her human
right protection and
prevention against vio-
lence are foreseen in
the law “on protection
of victims of domestic
violence and their sup-
port”. This law does not
function well because
of gap in implementa-
tion mechanism of the
financial part”.

Nodar Jikia (Pro-
grammes’ director of
Kutaisi branch of Young Lawyers Association): “to tackle the
problem, financial activities foreseen by the law have to be im-
plemented. Since only the part of amendments which did not
need financial mechanisms was approved and as a result the is-
sues that requested financial provision were left unfunded. No
changes were made in 2013 budget in this regard as well”.

Participants of the round table talked about results and
emotional stresses the victims face, especially the children:
Gocha Giorgadze (psychologist, head of Imereti branch of
NCDC): children should not face violence both at home and in
public. They need more attention and respect from parents and
teachers in order that “abusers” were not formed in them.

Pati Dvalishvili (graduate of “Women’s School”): “vio-
lence is caused by improper raising and violent environ-
ment. Violence can be anywhere at home, outside at school
or in the street. |, as a teacher, consider that to tackle it lots
of work has to be done. Once | experience violence too and
my victory over it was possible because of my strong per-
sonality. Ending your marriage does mean that everything
ends with it. | advise all women to learn the law against vio-

lence”.

Violence can be of different forms and in every sphere.
According to statistics, in the world every four woman is vic-
tim of violence. Because of traditions or stereotypes within
a society they often cannot follow their desires.

Ainur Kamalova (resident of laneti village): “l am the first
Meskh girl in laneti village who decided to get education; it
is also the first time for me to attend this type of meeting.
Thanks to Fund of Women Entrepreneurs | study now sew-
ing at vocational center. My mother is the beneficiary of the
FWE and started family business with financial support from
the organization.”

Domestic violence is tabooed in the society and for many
years it was even per-
ceived as private issue
where government
and society did not
take any responsibility
and bother to declare
this kind of violence as
a social problem.

Kristine Medzvelia
(alumni  of “Women’s
School): “violence vic-
tims have different rea-
sons for hiding their ex-
perience. In most cases
public considers that
the problem should be
solved where it hap-
pened and the victim
is left alone before the
abuser that means she
has to endure it for the

rest of her life”.

Violence is a complex problem and there is ready recipe
that would fit all the situations. As it was emphasized dur-
ing the meeting safety of women, eradication of violence,
protection from it through different mechanisms including
strengthening social-economic conditions, supporting in
education and employment should be implemented.

Zaza Chachava (chairperson of Abkhazian government in
Imereti): “society is more active and informed in compari-
son with previous years and today women can talk about
the problems they face more openly. Fund of Women Entre-
preneurs is the organization which through providing knowl-
edge and employment supports independence of socially
vulnerable and IDP women; and educated and independent
women seldom become victims of violence.

Discussion was summarized by Alu Gamakharia (Asso-
ciation “Peaceful and Business Caucasus”) as he mentioned
violence is a global problem and needs systematic approach:
“we cannot defeat violence with violence, each person
should understand where starts and ends freedom for “fist
waving”.
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Capacity Development Training

Staff members of the Fund of the Women Entrepreneurs had training on organizational
development issues. The training was held under the initiative of the management of the

organization.

According to Meri Gelashvili, chairperson of the FWE
in order to increase qualifications of its staff members
the organization has organized number of trainings on
several themes: “currently the FWE team has gathered in
Borjomi for team building and to strengthen team work-
ing spirit”.

Prior to starting of the training course, participants elabo-
rated rules of conduct that included: listen to each other, be
active, be constructively involved, express ideas, provide ar-
guments and be creative, nominate the best participant.

The first day of the training was dedicated to the follow-
ing themes: leadership skills, how to get the skills, distinctions
and similarities between man and woman leaders.

On the second day, the issues of organizational devel-
opment, stages of structural development, approaches for
identifying its capacities and other management issues.

The final stage of the training was relaxing and includ-
ed topic of psycho-emotional rehabilitation. Discussions
were held on usefulness of auto-trainings and self-man-
agement forms.

The training course was interactive. Theoretical sec-
tion of the course provided by Alla Gamakharia, Alu Ga-
makharia, Tsitsino Grzilishvili was followed by individual
and group works, filled by presentations and question
answer sections.

Neli Kenjia (Fund of Women Entrepreners): “it was
very useful training. We learned interesting themes; the
most important was working on real examples”.

The chairperson of the FWE considers possibility to
continue this kind of trainings to deepen group-commu-
nication skills for the staff members in the future.

Once Again on Social Entrepreneurship

The Fund of Women Entrepreneurs participated in the training organized by NGO
“People in Need”, which is implementing a project to support socially vulnerable youth,
funded by Czech Republic. The meeting conducted under the project was dedicated to
social entrepreneurship and ways for its support.

The two-day training was held by “Center for Stra-
tegic Research and Development of Georgia”; along
with NGOs, representatives of local government, agen-
cy of social subsidies, economic service of city hall, city
council members of Kutaisi and Tskaltubo attended the
event.

According to Anjela Chikhladze, assistant of FWE,
concept of social entrepreneurship, legal forms, re-
sponsibilities of local governments, local and interna-

tional experiences in the sphere was presented during
the meeting. “Role of the government in social entre-
preneurship, tools and mechanisms for its support
were the major focus of the meeting”.

The training participants were active during the meet-
ing and evaluated appropriateness of ideas on social en-
trepreneurship and results of social impacts.

The organization plans another training seminar
under the project by the end of January.

Woman and Business
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QUESTION: My friend wants to take a loan from
a bank and asked me to be guarantor, what does
surety and joint liability?

ANSWER: In accordance with Article 891 of Civil
Code, under the surety agreement the surety takes
liability to guarantee third person that debtor will
perform his/her liability. That is according to surety
agreement surety takes liability towards obligee to
pay liability instead of the obligor in case of necessi-
ty. And according to article 455 of Civil Code when
several persons are authorized to demand payment
of liability in a way that each of them may demand
payment of the liability in whole, but debtor is
obliged to pay the liability once then they are joint
liability — joint creditors.

QUESTION: Is it necessary to use cash registers
while selling primary agriculture products, shall
we be fined in case of not using it?

ANSWER: In accordance with paragraph “b”,
clause 4, article 250 of the Tax Code, “a physical person who does not use hire workforce and
sells agriculture products or goods produced from family or individual business” is freed from
liability of using the cash register.

Thus if the conditions described in the article are implemented you are not obliged to use
the cash register and you will not be fined.

QUESTION: Spouses have right to marry and divorce. Often it causes trouble. | want to
know in case of divorce how will be the property divided between the spouses, and what
kind of property is under joint ownership?

ANSWER: In accordance with article 1158 of Civil Code property purchased by the spouses
during matrimony represents their joint property if marriage contract does not specify other-
wise. Joint ownership on the property will apply even though if one of them had no income
during the period. And in case of divorce the property will divided between them evenly.

KETI PHILIPASHVILI
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